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Ancestry is among the most critical, while also among the most challenging, of 
the biological parameters subject to estimation from the human skeleton. Both 
methodological and philosophical problems arise from its easy elision with race, 
ethnicity, and other social identity categories, and the hard-classification 
approach to its determination using cranial measurements. In this talk, Dr. 
Algee-Hewitt presents a novel computational framework for ancestry estimation 
from the cranium that expands the way it is typically conceptualized and treated 
statistically in biological anthropology. She argues that, in adopting a 
probabilistic, admixture-driven approach, it is possible to produce more 
mathematically satisfying and biologically meaningful results, with which we can 
speak to population dynamics, including, geographic, temporal, and socio-
cultural trends, draw comparisons between skeletal and genetic-derived 
patterns, and better attend to social justice concerns in forensic identification 
contexts. 


